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Formations : 

BSc Wood Science, University of Wales, 1982. 

PhD "Physical Aspects of Wood Adhesive Bond Formation with Formaldehyde Based Adhesives", 
University of Wales, 1986. 

HDR “Investigations of the Manufacture, Properties and Performance of Wood-Based 
Composites”, Université Bordeaux I, 2006. 

Carrière : 

Directeur de recherche, ESB, Nantes (2002 à présent) 

Directeur Forest Products Research Centre, Buckinghamshire Chilterns University College (1997-
2002) 

Domaines d’expertise :  

Panneaux à base de bois, les colles et collage bois, dégagement de COVs,  le recyclage du bois 

Mots clés : 

Panneau de particules, contré plaqué, OSB, MDF, colle, formaldéhyde  
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Distinctions : 

- Fellow of the Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining, U.K. 
- Fellow of the International Academy of Wood Science (IAWS).  
- Member of the Forest Products Society and Society of Wood Science and Technology. 

Fonctions actuelles : 

- Enseignant-chercher  

Activités professionnelles : 

- Membre fondateur d’InnovaWood (Executive Director 2007-2013, vice-President 2013-2017, 
President 2017-2021, Executive Board member 2021-present) 

- Membre du Comité Scientifique du FCBA 

Activités éditoriales 

- International Wood Products Journal (2009-present) 
- European Journal of Wood and Wood Products (2017-present) 
- Maderas: Ciencia y tecnología (2020-present) 
- Wood Material Science & Engineering (2017-present) 
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Short Bio: 

Dr. Irle is the Research Director of Ecole Supérieure du Bois  in Nantes, France. 

His research interests cover all  aspects of wood-based composites. He has published more than 70 papers in 
refereed journals and over 360 articles in magazines, conferences and books. He has successfully supervised the 

research of 25 PhD, 3 MPhil, 20 MSc and numerous undergraduate students. 

A summary of his current activities includes: Executive Director of InnovaWood; co-ordinator and participant in 
several national and international research projects, and he is a Fellow of The Wood Technology Society of the 
Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining (UK), Fellow of the International Association of Wood Science, and a 

member of the Académie d’agriculture de France.  
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